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This study deals with the economic effect of the certification & license 
system in Korea, with a special focus on the national certification and licenses 
provided by the various Korean ministries. Because of a general lack of data 
and research methodology-related difficulties, most research papers on this topic 
have focused on national technical certification or private certification.
This study has two purposes. First we'll study the economic effect of the 
qualification system in Korea, a topic which includes the study of the 
correlation between GDP(or price index) and qualifications. The other purpose is 
to conduct case studies of some certifications provided by Korean ministries. 
Such an endeavor is designed to facilitate the development of a framework for 
the evaluation of the various national licenses and certifications provided by 
ministries. To this point, no study of the effect of national licenses and 
certifications, and in particular their impact of consumers, has been conducted. 
This study adopted Kleiner's model of analysis. This model was used to 
ascertain the gains and losses associated with licensed occupations. Figure 1 is 
the study model. This model was also used to analyze whether there is a 
positive or negative relation to the net quality provided to consumers. This can 
be regarded as the ultimate aim of this study. The evaluation framework used to 
asses the economic effect of qualifications and licenses is for its part presented 
in Table 1. 
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<Table 1> The evaluation framework on the economic effect of the 
qualifications and licenses
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We conducted a survey of individuals who have received the necessary 
qualifications, service consumers, and experts related to the qualifications needed 
to become social workers, librarians, and childcare teachers. 
To this end, we examined, through a multi-dimensional approach, the question 
of whether Korea's qualification (license) system has an impact on the economy. 
First of all, from a qualified (licensed) person's point of view, the professional 
qualifications (license) have a very positive effect on income and employment. 
Second, most consumers were found to believe that service prices tend to rise 
along with qualified practitioners’ income. Third, there is no clear relationship 
between the ratio of qualified individuals with each industry and real 
value-added per person. Finally, we can deduce that while proper occupational 
regulations have a positive effect on the market excessive regulations do not.
The provision of licenses by specific authorities can be regarded as a 
constitutional restriction on occupational freedom. Given the fact that this 
authority is currently vested in individual government departments, we propose 
the establishment of a "Qualification and License Management Commission" that 
would be endowed with a greater degree of professionalism and objectivity than 
individual government departments.
